
Cooperation in 
climate change 
adaption and 
emergency 
preparedness –
Prospects for 
the Middle East



Realizing Climate Change Adaptation and Disaster Preparedness needs 
cooperation beyond borders and across the region (IPCCC report: «code 

red»)

While the Middle East shows a growing number of examples of cooperation 
to adapt to climate change and prepare for disasters, the extent of these 

cooperations show limited depth and sustainability, and are often 
development along political fault lines.

They will not be sufficient to establish EP&R system that cater for population
safety in the future.



Disaster (Risk) Diplomacy is a specific part of Disaster Preparedness
Collaboration and focuses on cooperation across conflict lines and political

ideologies.

It is grounded in the understanding that disasters do not recognise human 
conflicts and do not stop at borders and conflict lines.

Scientific analysis shows that – when conceptually developed – such 
cooperation schemes can be successful and provide a strong impact. On 

the other hand, ad-hoc and uninformed planned models can cause 

prejudice on the long run.



Disaster
diplomacy

Ad-hoc cooperation does not create lasting 
impact and can also create a false sense of 
preparedness 

Long-term models focused on preparedness 
and risk reduction create impact



Disaster
diplomacy

Can catalyze but not create interest to cooperate.

Sometimes you have to help parties to find

their interest…



Reasons why it 
often failed

Survival of 
oneself.

International 
organizations not 
prepared to run 

DD projects

No framework

Lack of political 
forethought.

Staff unable to 
implement

No overall 
operational 
framework

Piece-meal
People too 

afraid



Matching 
theory and 
practice

• Disaster Risk diplomacy schemes are long-
term processes.

• Disaster Risk Diplomacy more helpful than 
DD

• Disaster Diplomacy needs specific experts 
and expertise

• Disaster Diplomacy can also do harm if not 
well implemented

• International Organizations, as well as 
regional organizations, have not embraced 
the topic despite UNSG Guterres urged in 
his agenda for it



Urgent areas 
of 

international 
cooperation 

in the context 
of climate 

resilience in 
the region

• Emergency response in circumstances of fires, 
flash floods, storms, droughts, earthquakes and 
food and water scarcity.

• Transfer of knowledge and science diplomacy 
toward ensuring regional food and water 
security

• Important interrelationship between Water-
Energy-Food-Ecosystem (“WEFE”) Nexus and 
conflict prevention,  to keep in mind economic, 
social and environmental wellbeing of 
populations. 

• Support for vulnerable populations

• Development of coordination and response 
frameworks



Relevant experience in previous projects 
(Albrecht?)

EP&R capacity analysis 
and gaps definition

Capacity Development 
for receiving 
international 

assistance

Wildfire  & urban 
resilience design

Modern, flexible 
sheltering systems

Evacuation 
preparedness

Resilience building for 
vulnerable 

communities



Some lessons from previous projects

Framework projects that 
enable other actors and 

projects, civil society and 
public, to engage are key for 

long-term success

Top-down & Bottom-up are 
important to create long-term 

relevance

People, people, people – it is 
all about them

It is easier to train a disaster 
manager diplomatic skills 
than the other way round

The process should be multi-
stakeholder, and include civil 

society

Manage expectations: The 
impact will be on the disaster

side – but influence on the 
conflict can only happen if

DRD is seen as part of a 
toolbox of conflict resolution



Possible future activities

• Bring together emergency responders from the countries affected by common risks

• Analysis of cumulative response capacity 

• Simulation exercise and training for Middle East countries

• Building mechanisms for sharing knowledge on climate change adaptation and response to 
weather events, food and water insecurity. 

• Wildfire response capacity sharing



We pursue and encourage projects that facilitate international and interdisciplinary research, interagency collaborations, 
and inclusion of relevant stakeholders  from communities at risk.
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